CHAPTER IV

(A.D. 470-760)

IT has already been noticed that the reign of Skanda
Gupta was begun by a fight for the very existence of his
kingdom against the hordes of White Huns in A.D. 455.
Ten years after their repulse the Huns, in overwhelming
force to wipe out their former defeat, and to make sure
of victory, once more penetrated into India, and attacked
Patliputra itself. This time they were more successful
than in their former raid, and Skanda Gupta was com-
pletely defeated. The Huns, however, had already made
their headquarters near Herat, and were not constrained
to annex the capital of their conquered enemy as a
permanent capital of their own. Thus, although the
Magadh Empire virtually dissolved, the dynasty continued
to rim on for many years. But the power of the Guptas
continued to wane, and deprived of possessions and
power, at the end of the sixth century A.D. they died out.
Meanwhile, about the year A.D. 470, the history of
Saurashtra again underwent a change. In this year
Skanda Gupta died, and the bards relate that at the time,
one Bhattarka, of the Maitraka clan,, was Commander-in-
Chief of the army. This man came to Saurashtra, and
having declared his independence, established a dynasty
which lasted for nearly 300 years. Having made good
his footing, he placed a governor at Wamansthali (the
modern Wanthali) and himself founded the city of
Walabhinagar, where he established himself as King of
Saurashtra. Walabhinagar lies buried near the site of
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